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Abstract:

Arab thinkers' responses to Orientalist claims emerged within diverse intellectual currents,
characterized by both the criticism and refutation of perceived biases, and the selective
utilization of Orientalist methodologies. These responses varied in their intellectual trends and
analytical approaches. This research investigates the significant discourse surrounding these
responses, focusing on how Arab thinkers addressed allegations regarding Islam's relationship
with reason and the originality of Islamic philosophy. It highlights that these responses were
not merely defensive, but constituted a critical intellectual project aimed at deconstructing the
ideological and political foundations of Orientalist discourse. The study demonstrates that
Arab thinkers effectively challenged the notion of a monolithic, anti-rational Islamic
civilization by grounding their arguments in historical evidence and Islamic theological texts.
Furthermore, it refutes the claim that Islamic philosophy was merely a derivative imitation of
Greek thought, arguing instead that Muslim philosophers critically synthesized and
transformed inherited traditions to reflect the realities and values of Islamic civilization.
Ultimately, the research illustrates that these intellectual engagements were essential in
challenging the hegemony of Orientalist perspectives and in affirming the independent,
innovative contributions of Islamic thought to global intellectual history.
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