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Abstract:

This research paper explores the advantages and challenges associated with the
implementation of inclusive education policies for individuals with special needs, focusing on
the Libyan experience as a case study. The study aims to highlight the evolution of special
education in Libya, tracing the legislative and institutional shifts from early specialized
institutions to the modern framework of "inclusive education" managed by the Ministry of
Education. By examining the pedagogical and social dynamics within schools, the research
analyzes the positive impacts of inclusion, such as fostering social integration, promoting
equality, and enhancing the self-esteem of students with special needs. Conversely, it addresses
significant barriers, including the lack of specialized teacher training, inadequate physical
infrastructure, and the persistent reliance on traditional assessment standards that often
disadvantage students with disabilities. Through an analytical lens, the paper evaluates recent
initiatives, such as the "No Difference" project and national efforts to equip schools with
necessary resources and professional development programs. The study concludes that while
Libya has made commendable progress in establishing an inclusive legal and institutional
structure, bridging the gap between policy and practice remains a critical challenge. It
recommends a comprehensive, multi-sectoral strategy involving the Ministry of Education,
higher education institutions, and community stakeholders to ensure a sustainable and
equitable inclusive environment that views education as an investment in human capital.
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