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Abstract:
This research investigates the economic landscape of the Regency of Tripoli during the
Karamanli era (1711-1835 AD), focusing on land tenure systems and industrial crafts. The
study explores various patterns of land ownership, including private, tribal, endowment
(Wagf), and state-owned (Amiri) lands, highlighting how natural factors like water scarcity
and primitive irrigation methods influenced agricultural productivity. Agriculture formed the
backbone of the economy, with significant production of cereals, vegetables, and fruit trees,
particularly olives and date palms in coastal areas and oases. Parallelly, the study examines the
modest yet essential industrial sector, which relied heavily on manual labor and local raw
materials. Key industries included textiles (wool and silk), tanning, leatherwork, pottery, and
metallurgy, often organized into specialized guilds and markets. The research concludes that
while the Regency possessed diverse resources, the later years of the Karamanli reign were
marked by economic fluctuation and decline due to administrative neglect, excessive taxation,
and a lack of technical modernization, which hindered the sustainable development of the
province’s wealth.

Keywords: Karamanli Era, Tripoli Regency, Land Tenure, Traditional Industries, Agricultural
Economy, Libya History.
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