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Abstract:

This research examines maritime trade in the Mediterranean during the Phoenician era as an
integrated system encompassing geographical, political, economic, and cultural dimensions.
The narrow coastal nature of the Levant drove the Phoenicians to explore the sea, granting
them navigational skills that made them pioneers in establishing extensive trade networks
stretching from the East to North Africa and Spain. Furthermore, the political independence of
their city-states afforded them flexibility in dealing with major powers like Egypt and Assyria,
contributing to the continuity of their trade despite historical changes. This trade was not
limited to the exchange of essential resources like timber and minerals or luxury goods like
Tyrian purple and glass; it also served as a primary means of transmitting alphabets, arts, and
beliefs. By establishing colonies such as Carthage, the Phoenicians acted as cultural
intermediaries who contributed to shaping a shared Mediterranean identity based on interaction
and openness. Ultimately, the study highlights how these networks transformed the
Mediterranean into a vibrant space for human civilization.
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