—CJHES—
Comprehensive Journal of Humanities and Educational Studies et EvaEmriey

Humanities and Educational

a,j":[)ﬂ‘ @Luu"g‘ ‘LILU.I‘JA.“ ahw‘ M‘ Studies

Volume 2, Issue 1, 2026, Pages: 912-921
Journal homepage :http://cjhes.com.ly/index.php/cjhes/en/index

8 Volume 2, Issue 1
2026

The Impact of Trans-Saharan Trade Caravan Routes on the
Economic System of Morocco and Al-Andalus During the Middle
Ages: A Descriptive and Analytical Study

Salem Juma Ighreibel Ahmed *
Department of History, Faculty of Education, Bani Waleed University, Libya

a5 il B alaiBY) da glaiall o (o Sl o) auall B lal) 4y el J8) 68N (50 S
Alda dubia g A 33 1 Jagl) ) guanl) JDA

Mc@j‘;\q:\mhc@ﬂ\@ﬁc@‘)m\eﬂ&

T

“Corresponding author: salemahmed@bwu.edu.ly

Received: December 25, 2025 | Accepted: January 26,2026 |  Published: March 16, 2026
Abstract:

This research investigates the historical significance of trans-Saharan caravan trade routes and
their profound impact on the economic landscapes of Morocco and Al-Andalus during the
Middle Ages. The study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the economic, social,
cultural, and political dimensions of these caravans, which served as a vital artery connecting
West Africa with North Africa and the Iberian Peninsula. By employing a descriptive and
analytical methodology, the research explores the primary tracks—Western, Central, and
Eastern—and identifies the geographical factors, such as terrain and climate, that dictated their
formation. The investigation highlights the diversity of traded goods, including gold, salt,
ivory, and luxury items, emphasizing how these commaodities fueled local industries, supported
domestic markets, and strengthened regional wealth. Furthermore, the paper examines the
sophisticated social and economic organization of the caravans, led by experienced
commanders and protected by armed guards, which ensured security and operational
efficiency. The findings demonstrate that the caravan network was not merely an economic
mechanism but a powerful tool for cultural exchange, the spread of Islam, and political
integration between the Maghreb, Al-Andalus, and the Sudanese regions. The study concludes
that the continuous evolution of these routes in response to political and economic shifts
maintained the sustainability of regional trade and shaped the historical identity of the
connected societies.

Keywords: Trans-Saharan Trade, Caravan Routes, Morocco and Al-Andalus, Economic
History, Cultural Exchange, Medieval Trade.
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