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Abstract:

This research paper examines the complex historical roots of the formation of the Libyan state
prior to the declaration of independence in 1951, by analyzing the successive political and
administrative phases that the region experienced. These phases include the late Ottoman Era
(1835-1911), the period of Italian Occupation (1911-1943), and finally the years of British
and French Administration (1943-1951). The study reveals that Libya inherited a heavy legacy
of administrative weakness and regional fragmentation. During the Ottoman period, a volatile
administrative pattern prevailed, characterized by relative decentralization and reliance on
tribal leaders, which prevented the establishment of an effective central apparatus. Italian
occupation imposed strict centralization and introduced modern institutions (like
municipalities and civil registries), yet these were colonial in nature, detached from the local
society, and served settlement objectives. The subsequent British and French Administration
stage was marked by administrative fragmentation among the regions, but served as a
transitional bridge that allowed for the initial training of national administrative cadres,
forming the nucleus of the future governmental apparatus. In parallel, the paper emphasizes
the pivotal role of the Libyan National Movement, which successfully utilized its Sanusi, tribal,
and diplomatic leadership to unify the demand for independence and foster a growing national
consciousness in the face of the complex colonial legacy. The main conclusion is that Libya
entered the stage of independence in 1951 lacking strong central institutions or a unified
administrative structure, despite a national consciousness that was the primary driving force
behind the state’s foundation. This historical context constitutes an essential basis for
understanding the ongoing structural challenges that the modern Libyan state faced after its
inception.

Keywords: Libya, Italian Colonialism, Ottoman Era, British Administration, National
Identity, Modern State.
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