—CJHES—
Comprehensive Journal of Humanities and Educational Studies ReuEEtEEEN T

Humanities and Educational

a4 53 AN Al il jall Alalid) Adaal) Sl
Volume 2, Issue 2, 2026, Pages: 714-731
Journal homepage :http://cjhes.com.ly/index.php/cjhes/en/index

a Volume 2, Issue 2
2026

Soft Power Diplomacy in Iranian Foreign Policy during the Rule
of Ayatollah Khomeini (1979-1989)

Mohammed Ali Alqaddafi Al-Rabeai 1%, Alsayih Ahmed Mohamed Alsayih 2
1.2 Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics, University of Sirte, Libya

21989-21979 Anadll 4l 43 aSa JA 43 ) dya JLAY Al A das il 3 681

2 i) dana daad bl T ag )l GBI e dase
Lt ¢ s Aalas AlaBY) A cdanlind) o glal) i 241

“Corresponding author: alrabeai70@su.edu.ly

Received: April 20, 2026 | Accepted: May 25, 2026 | Published: June 13, 2026

Abstract:

This research paper analyzes the soft power strategy adopted by the Islamic Republic of Iran
in its foreign policy during the first decade of the Islamic Revolution (1979-1989) under the
leadership of Imam Ayat Allah Khomeini. The research aims to examine the cultural, religious,
and media tools employed by Tehran to expand its regional and international influence,
disseminate its revolutionary model based on the principle of "Guardianship of the Islamic
Jurist" (Welayat-el Faqih), export the revolution, and challenge Western hegemony amidst
highly complex domestic and regional circumstances.
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